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 This course is designed to assist you 
handle multiple media/PR situations, 
but also maintain good community 
relations

Why you should get along with the media
How to get along with the media 
On-Scene assessment and control of 

media
 Ride-Along’s
 Damage control

drug enforcement media/Pr
course objectives



1) Use the media to YOUR advantage
2) Be Honest/ NEVER Lie
3) Don’t Get Angry
4) Be aware of live shots
5) Be camera smart
6) Be mic smart
7) Radio Traffic
8) Public Record Files

dealing 
with the Press



THE WORLD IS WATCHING!



THE WORLD IS WATCHING YOU!

Don’t get 
tunnel-vision!



ACLU AP
The fallout:
The "Ferguson Effect":   

The theory that police 
officers may not be as quick 
to engage a subject out of 
fear they will become the 

next officer to be depicted 
in a viral video.



REALITY DOESN’T (always) 
MATTER



A CAMERA CAN 
BE A GOOD
THING!



Open Records Act:     51 O.S. § 24A.1-29. 

• Any private citizen can file an Open Records Request without stating a reason. 

• All records are open unless specifically exempt.

• Emails/Documents on Agency computers are Open Records, so guard your 
words!!!  Radio Traffic---guard your words!!!

• Any dash/body cam video is for the most part an open record.  As indicated 
above, anyone can request the video and they do not need to indicate the reason 
for the request.  



Copy/Paste Journalism

Anything and everything in your 
affidavit could end up on the front 
page!!!
• Pole Cam
• Trash Pulls
• Wire Tap
• UAS (Drones)
• U/C Agents’ ID
• C.I. (insert name)



Copy/Paste Journalism



CRITICISM:  
ANTICIPATE/PREPARE 



MEDIA:  Use the Press to YOUR 
advantage!



USING MEDIA TO DEFINE THE 
PROBLEM AND SPIN PUBLIC 
OPINION



MEDIA:  SPOTLIGHTING THE 
SOLUTIONS



Win in the Court of Public Opinion

From This

To This



Case-Sensitive 
Considerations/Alternatives





• Pro’s and Cons of Press/Legislative Ride-
Along’s

• Consider the advantages and risks ahead of 
time

• NEVER leave media unescorted
• Ride-Along’s can go bad!

drug enforcement:  
ride-along Policy



Handling the Media during a crisis or when the 
agency stands accused

• Police can learn from corporate America
• Own it!  Hit it head-on!
• Notify PIO, Supervisors and Legal Staff immediately!

drug enforcement and media:  P.r. 
crisis management



LESSONS FROM FERGUSON:  TIME TO RE-
THINK MEDIA



Drug Enforcement: Use Social 
Media To Your Advantage



DON'T BE STUPID!  Guard 
YOUR social media.



Plan Ahead=Be Prepared
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